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Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 
.eek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiah, v. 1. 
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AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. || granting a charter to the union? In 
pebate in the Senate of Pennsylvania, on three years it has issued from its press 
the bill to incorporate the American || upwards of three millions of publica- 
Sunday School Union, continued from || tions; it has prospered beyond the pro- 
age 91. hecies of men and the warmest anti- 
P Pee 
{ From the Pennsylvania Reportcr.} || cipation of its promoters. Its mana- 
In committee of the whole, in Sen-|| ers tell you in their report, that if it 
ste,on the bill to incorporate the Sun- |} Continues to increase, as it has done 
pat School Union: — during the last year, it will overspread 
( / . 


Mr. Burden said, he was opposed to }{ individual liability which has been at- 
the bill, because it would create a m0- || tended with such prosperous results, 
nopoly in trade. Booksellers might || why enable it to acquire a credit with- 
not for many years feel the injury, but}! out a responsibility, that it may become 
the printers of small capital would find || a monopoly. 
it difficult to compete with an institu-|} ‘The gentlemen from the city (Mr. 
tion of immense capital, derived from Duncan) had been much frightened by 
gratuitous subscription, and having the || the scare-crow, as he termed it (i. e. a 
power, as it professes the design, of}! printed letter* of quotations, from the 
driving out of circulation all school|| Sunday School Reports and Dr. Ely’s 
books, by the cheapness of its own pub- Sermon) he thought the gentleman 
ications; the enterprise of individu-|! should have been thankful for it to those 


als would be paralyzed and the market |! who sent it here, for it had afforded him 
would be in the hands of the Union.— |! a text for his specch. 


To be sure, the book trade only will or Let us look for a few moments at 
can be affected, but where are you to|| what the report says: In the body ot 
stop, what right have you to single it|/ the report of eighteen hundred and 
out? he cared not whether the wedge | twenty-five, and attached to the cata 
were gold or iron, he never would give }] logue are the following words: ‘ whils! 
lls sanction to its entrance. the committee feel the immense re- 

What do they want with an act of sponsibility which they assume, in be- 


incorporation, cannot schools be taught coming dictators to the consciences of 


without charters ? There is a socicty | thousands of immortal beings, on the 
the most ancient and extensive in the great and all-important subject of the 
world, possessing a high reputation, |} welfare of their souls, while they dread 
uolding property to a vast amount—he || the consequences of uttering forgeries 
alluded to the Masonic society, which] or giving their sanction to misrepre- 
never had asked the sanction of law;}} sentations of the glorious truths of the 
ifitcan subsist without a charter, what gospel, they are not backward to be- 
is the reason that a union of pious men|| come the responsible arbiters in these 
cannot prosper; if subject to individual high points rather than tamely issue 
hability, can they not find an honorable}! sentiments which, in their consciences, 
and honest man for treasurer, can they} 
aot confide in their agents; he believed} + Foe+his Jotter. see Reformer for March 
‘hey could. What necessity exists for! 1998 
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the land. Why then alter a system of’ 
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they bellove $ to be false, or ine ‘onsistent 
with the purity of divine truth, howev- 
er recommended by the names of illus- 
trious saints or the sanction of the most 
evangelical and benevolent societies.”’ 
—Pretty high grounds—~great assump- 
tion no doubt--but the city gentleman 
explains all away—‘ they were un- 
guarded expressions”’ he is pleased to 
assure us. They were either unguard- 
ed or they were designed, he may take 
one view or the other, for they are at 
his service. If the first be the case, 
are we to trust men to keep our con- 
sciences, who write so unguardedly, 
and if the second, I think ‘tis high time 
to relieve the committee of such high 





responsibility. He said, he had heard | 
much of the infallibility of the Pope, | 
‘he meant no disrespect to him or any | 
other dignitary of any church) but. 
‘twas a new thing for men to bow to| 
the decrees of a tribunal, made up of 
beings acknowledged to be as fallible, 
as themselves. 

The committee of publication, from | 
which emanated these expressions, is | 
made up—of whom? not the Rev’ dj 
Clergy whose education and calling, 
one would suppose, qualified them to| 
judge of matters of faith; not of these, | 
but of five laymen in the city of Phil: 1-| 
delphia. Whata court of conscience !!) 
-~Are these laymen more pious than} 
the clergy, are they more conversant | 
with what constitutes the purity of di-! 
vine iruth, are they more free from sec- 
tarianism ? Do tell us, w hy are they 
preferred ? He said, he h: id no doubt 
but the gentlemen were highly respec- 
table and good members of society, but 
he did not consider on that account 
they were competent judges, and should 
have the unmense power placed in their 
hands, to alter any school book to suit 
their (enets, and to drive all books out 
of circulation which did not come up 
to their mark. 

Let us dissect this a little closer; 
this committee consists of five, a quo- 
rum of which, three, is to pass on all 
pubheations whatever, which issue from 








their press. ‘To guard against secta- 
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rianism, three different sects must be 

represented in this committee; }, 
would ask was this a sufficient euard ° 
are there not persons ef different de. 
nommations whose erceds are virtual 
ly the same ? he could make out a com. 
mittee of Calvinists or Armenians, ang 
not infringe on the letter of the const: 
tution, and had read sufficient lay p, 

ports to know the glorious uncertaj, 

ties of judicial decisions. He was no: 
prepared to give any men the author, 
ty to dictate to conscience. The Great 
Author of conscience had estzb}islyr. 

it the strongest tie between man and 
his Maker; he had never interfered 
with it, and he knew of no human tr 
bunal qualified or entitled to do it, muc!; 
less that a committee of five men, in 
the city of Philadelphia, should hay. 
the great responsibility over the rising 
gencration of the United States. 

He said, he agreed with the gentle 
men who advocated the bill, that it wa: 
| the duty of the Legislature to promot: 
education, he was disposed to go all 
reasonable Jengths, he looked on the 
| youth as the property of the nation, he 
was willing to vote for general educa 
tion at the public expense, not for col- 
leges which are for the rich, but fo 
common schools, where aristocrati 
distinctions would be broken down, bu’ 
he was not in favour of throwing tli 
children on whom the future prospect: 
of the country would depend, and tc 
whom the charter of our liberties would 
be committed, as pensioners on the 
bounty of any men, he was not dispos- 
ed to commit their consciences to the 
keeping of any committee, who migli' 
by * unguarded expressions” obtain ar 
undue influence over their min¢s. 

The Union has told you, that in tea 
or at farthest twenty years all the po 
litical power of the country will be 
the hands of those who have been edu 

cated in the principles of Sunday 
schools, that from them must be takev 
ovr future me &c.—will ou: 
youth be taught tins ? 

It is thought, that a union of chure! 





Nand state can never be effected 10 this 
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country; that the idea of such a thing 
is visionary; perhaps it is, but still there 
can be no harm in guarding against it. 
The evils of ecclesiastical power ori- 
ginated from small beginnings. When 
the ceremony of marrage became a 
eacred ordinance of the church, who 
anticipated any danger, and yet look 
at the consequences which followed 
from the subtilty of the clergy. They 
became the tribunals in cases of di- 
yorce, legitimacy, wills and testaments; 
they gradually interwove their influ- 
ence in all the relations of life; their 
power was felt from the fireside to the 
throne; princes were deposed and 
crowned at their pleasure, and clerical 
oppression gave rise to the most tre- 
mendous revolutions that have ever 
marked the annals of the world—man 
is the same being every where, and is 
not at this period sufficiently enhght- 
ened to be incapable of committing the 
same errors as his ancestors did. To 
guard against ecclesiastical power in 
this country, we should watch our re- 
ligious and civil freedom with a jealous 
eye. We know that at one period of 
our history, within the memory of man, 
that in some of our states a scheme 
was formed to give certain privileges to 
the clergy; it only failed from a pecu- 
liar combination of political circum- 
stances—the fire is covered, but ’tis 
still burning—publications are spread- 
ing every where in favour of a religious 
party. Beecher’s work, which was 
put in my hands a few days ago, lauds 
the British people because public opi- 
nion is controlled by the bayonet, and 
it ascribes all the immorality and irre- 
ligion of the United States to the fact, 
that men who have no right in the soil, 
and who have no capital at stake enjoy 
the right of suffrage, and that public 
men fear to be a terror to evil doers, 
lest the universal suffrage of the people 
should hurl them from their seats. 

The gentleman from the city, (Mr. 
Powel) has read to you, and comment- 
ed on, the sermon of Dr. Ely. That dis- 
course deserves some consideration, as 
the Reverend gentleman is known as 








an active promoter and reporter of the 
union, and his sentiments taken in con- 
nexion with the expressions found in 
the Sunday School magazine, are suffi- 
cient to put us on our guard. Had our 
fathers acted on such principles as are 
inculeated in these publications, the 
usefulness of such men as Franklin and 
Jefferson would have been lost, for 
they were not communicants, nor what 
are called professing Christians—ex- 
clude from every political station the 
men who are not professors, and you 
lose many who would be a glory and 
an honour to your country. He said 
he had no objection to pious men, but 
he disliked that system which would 
class as irreligious and wicked, all who 
do not pray in the market places to be 
seen of men. 

But we are called upon to aid reli- 
gion. It wantsnoaid. When the Su- 
preme Creator was pleased, in the 
chain of beings, to cail into existence 
such a link as man, he gave him a por- 
tion of light suitable to his capacity ; it 
differed in degree, but ’twas the same 
light, and you might as well attempt 
to make men, with their natural eyes, 
see the same objects, at the same dis- 
tances, and with similar appearances, 
as endeavour to enforce the same be- 
lief. Religion wants not the aid of law. 
The great founder of Christianity ask- 
ed not the support of government, for 
“his kingdom was not of this world.” 
He asked not for titles nor power, for 
the essence of his doctrine was humili- 
ty—he required but a reasonable ser- 
vice, and he addressed the understand- 
ing.—So long as his followers followed 
in his steps, religion was spotless as 
the snow, and the messenger of peace 
and happiness to the human race.— 
With no assistancé but its truth, the 
angel of this religion winged its way, 
amid the blaze of worldly science, with 
an eye that never winked, and a wing 
that never tired, and dispelling the ter- 
rors of the human mind, its first mes- 
sage was fear not for I bring you glad 
tidings. But when it became connect- 
ed with government, an adultery wae 
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committed, the offspring of which de- 
stroyed religion and freedom. After! 
this, we see the Catholic imbruing his 
hands in the blood of the Protestant, 
and when the latter had power, the at- 
mosphere blazed with fires, and the. 
stakes were crowded with victims.— 
Even in this country, when the Pro- 
testants could find no Catholies to ex- 
terminate, the meek and unoflending 
Quaker was brought to the gallows. 

Look at those countries where there 
exists a union of church and state, and 
compare them with this country. 

Pause therefore, before you incorpo- 
rate this Union. Recollect a corpora- 
tion lives forever; and however highly 
you may esteem the present conduct- 
ors, you cannot prophecy who may suc-! 
ceed them; remember it is not adult 
age which is to be managed by this 
* powerful engine,”’ but the infant. 

A wise Providence has so construct- 
ed our nature, that first impressions re- 
main through life, and leave us only at 
the threshold of eternity. The mind is 
said to be like a sheet of blank paper ; 
\t may vary in colour and porosity, but 
sll it will receive any impression.— 
The prejudices of infancy lead the 
poor Hindoo to destroy himself under 
the wheels of Juggernaut’s chariot— 
they lead the tender mother to cast her 
loved child from the nourishing bosom 
to the jaws of the devouring crocodile, 
to appease the vengeance of an idol 
God—they lead you to feel the influ- 
ence of nursery tales long after your 
reason has convinced you that appari- 
tions do not exist; and if the mind can 
thus be turned back on the current of 
nature, will it be difficult in this coun- 
iry, to teach children, that none but 
orthodox are fit for public stations, as 
Dr. Ely has said. 

True, we have a constitution, but 
the majority can alter it; and are we 
not told that a religious party can gov- 
ern the polls? But, admit the letter 
of the constitution should remain un- 
changed, cannot the common law af- 
‘ord sufficient pretexts to worm around 


it? Read the law reports of this state. 
and think as you please. 

We are told that education and biv. 
otry can never exist in the same soil. 
What say you of the Jesuits! They 
promoted learning ; it was the lever of 
their power; they were the teachers of 
princes and people, and gained such 
an ascendency over the mind, by pre- 
siding over education that nothing but 
_a providential interposition prevented 
them from putting civil and religious 
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freedom into a common grave. 

The teachers in Sunday schools are 
directed to adopt the same kind of sys- 
tem as the Jesuits used, so far as this. 
that they are to report the peculiar 
bias of mind, circumstances, age, dis. 
position and character of the scholar: 
to make their impressions in times o: 
prosperity, and in seasons of affliction. 
The teachers, amounting to upwards 
of 24,000 in the United States, will 
have facilities of correspondence and 
promtitude of action, equal for any 
emergency ; they will truly be a “ dis- 
ciplined army, where every one know: 
and has his place.” 

It had been said that such things 
would never take place in our time. 
and he believed it; but if there was to 
be trouble, let us have it. Our fathers 
met trials for us, and it is our duty to 
hand down the charter of our liberties. 
which they committed to us, without 
a blot to posterity. 

As to the limitation of the act of in- 
corporation to five years, he had no 
faith in it. Let the Union be incor- 
porated five years, and few will be 
found daring enough to oppose it; 4 
mammoth monied monopoly is not ea- 
sily assailed, and he who would opeu 
his mouth against one which was garb- 
ed with what is called religion, would 
be held up to society as an infidel. 1’ 
a public man, his political life would 
terminate. Already such is the dreac 
lof the Union, that the printer of th: 
remonstrances was afraid his nae 
re be exposed; (as Mr. B. was 16- 





formed by letter, from a respectable 
citizen;) incorporate the Union ' 
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five years, and it will be re-chartered 
without difficulty. - 

He said, that when he first occupied 
a seat in the House of Representatives, 
he was in favour of the incorporation, 
and he had intended to advocate it, 
but that fortunately one of their reports 
reached him, and he became convinced 
it was his duty to oppose it; he had no 
doubt, that many who signed the peti- 
tions were under the mistake which he 
at first laboured under; he had seen 
with pleasure many signatures on the 
remonstrances, which had been placed 
yithout proper consideration on thie 
petitions, and some of these were the 
names of men high in society. 

He had ascertained, that the respect- 
able sect of Methodists, who had been 
the pioneers of christianity on our fron- 
tiers, and who had been instrumental 
ina great degree in moralizing socicty, 
were not in favour of the Union, that 
they dislike national societies for reli- 
gious purposes; that they had said to 
the public, ** we are not partial to na- 
tional combinations of an ecclesiastical 
character. ‘They are to us like the ar- 
mour of Saul buckled on David. They 
do not fit us.””> These people were 
contented with the prosperity and en- 
couragement which God had given 
them, and they wished no government 
aid to religion. Other respectable and 
numerous sects are of the same cpin- 
ion, and they are right. 

He said, that, as the subject had 
been handled with great ability by the 
centlemen who had preceded him (Mr. 
Powel) and as the time of the commit- 
tee had been occupied, he would con- 
tent himself for the present, with recap- 
iiulating his objections in a few words 
—he would oppose the bill, because he 
believed it improper to legislate over 
‘erritory beyond the jurisdiction of the 
state. Because the interest of the work- 
ing classes and the community at large 
were liable to injury from the creation 
of monopolizing trading companies ; 
and because there was a possibility, 


rien 








the youth, incompatible with the rights 
which we are placed here to guard. 


Mr. Ogle made some remarks on 
the establishment of the Sabbath, and 
the folly of quarrelling about names. 
He did not believe our country’s safe- 
ty depended on them: he noticed the 
blood that had been shed and the per- 
secution that had been raised in con- 
sequence of differences about religion: 
declared he did not believe there ought 
to be any sects upon earth; that at- 
tempts to implant opinions upon and to 
define the means of becoming religious, 
were arrogant assumptions of an Al- 
mighty prerogative: that men were in 
error when they attempted to make or 
talked of making christians ; that con- 
version belonged to the Almighty 

maker of the universe alone, and ‘that 
there were but two kinds of people on 
earth, those that worshipped God and 
those that obeyed the Devil: he thought 
the Sunday school might go on wel! 
enough without a charter—he did not 
know what they wanted with it; he 
had lived ever since °76, and had 
scarce heard of Sunday schools till 
now; he thought in those times, peo- 
ple were as Virtuous and as pious as 
they now are, at least they done to 
their neighbours as they wished to be 
done by, assisted a stranger as much, 
and were as honest as at present—the 
incorporation would enable them to 
trample upon the rights ef their fellow 
citizens. It was spread all over the 
United States; he saw no reason why 
Pennsylvania should incorporate the 
whole United States. [t might not be 
for the prosperity of the rising genera- 
tion. We did not know into whose 
hands it might fall after the present 
managers were gone. Corporations 
were dangerous to our independence. 
He hoped the senate would pause be- 
fore they granted this charter. 


Mr. Wise said, he had not intended 
to have taken any part in the discussion 
on this question, so wide a field had 


that influence would be exercised over|| been taken by the gentlemen, and so 


‘completely filled in all its parts, that 
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very little was left to be said—but so 
important he conceived the question, 
that he could not in justice to himself, 
cive a vote without briefly stating the 
reasons why he should be either in the 
affirmative or negative. 

Sir, said Mr. Wise, it is hardly ne- 
cessary to repeat the objections that 
prevail with me, to chartered bodies, 
considering from the increased num- 
ber, that one day or other they would 
become dangerous to the liberties of 
our country. With regard to the ques- 
tion now before us, he would say, we 
have been sent here not to discuss re- 
ligious subjects, unless it should in- 
volve a principle touching upon our 
constitution, or affecting the rights 
and liberties of our citizens: but we 
have been sent here to discuss politi- 
cal subjects, and divesting himself of 
every thing like sectarian feeling, he 
would notice the subject, as a political 
one—and if in the course of debate, 
any undue warmth had been manifest- 
ed, he trusted it had now subsided, and 
the subject would be treated coolly and 
dispassionately. 

Our government is a government of 
the people, founded on the peoples’ 
will, and possessing their confidence ; 
it is a government where all have 
equal rights and privileges; and any 
act calculated to interfere with the 
rights and privileges of a single indi- 
vidual, either in religion, in politics, 
or in the pursuit of his avocation, is an 
infringement on those rights guaran- 
teed to him by the sacred charter of our 
liberties. He believed that it never 
was intended by the signers of the de- 
claration of independence, that these 
corporations in the nature of monopo- 
lies, and little aristocracies, should be 
established to the alarming extent that 
they are now about to be. History 
has taught us, that by a combination 
of these little powers, republics have 
fallen—it is true, sir, that a single cor- 
poration in its self can do no injury, 


being weak in proportion to the great | 


mass of the community ; this argument 
is offered on every bill for an act of in- 
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corporation. But sir, be it remember. 
ed, that persons composing these bo. 
dies, entertain pretty much the same 
feeling in political matters, have iney). 
cated the same principles, and gener. 
ally walked i the same track—Penq. 
ing times of difficulty, when their in. 
terest would make it necessary, by a 
combination of their several powers, 
they could take the helm of your goy. 
ernment, and wield the destinies of 
your country. How much more dan. 
ger is to be apprehended from religious 
incorporations: attached to one denom. 
ination, no matter by what name they 
are called, an undue influence and 
power is excercised to the prejudice 
of every other, an influence which pre- 
vailed over our land before our revolu- 
tion, and against which the patriots of 
that day severally struggled, and so 
successfully destroyed ; and based upon 
it that most sacred principle, * that all 
men have a natural right to worship 
Almighty God according to the dic- 
tates of their own consciences.”’ 

Reserving rights to the legislature, 
is spoken of as being a barrier against 
improper acts. He was always desi- 
rous that when a bill would pass, that 
a right should be reserved. But in 
your ‘reservations’? he never had 


|much faith.— Where are your rights, 


when those bodies corporate, by their 
immense wealth and unlimited influ- 
ence, would control your elections, 
and keep the legislature within their 
own grasp. 

I may be considered, said Mr. W. 
as speaking prophetically on this sub- 
ject, and as of its being a mere phan- 
tom of the imagination. Although, 
sir, I may not, and hope I never shall 
live to witness such calamities in my 
country; yet by establishing these 
thousands of aristocracies and monop- 
olies, creating each one a petty gov- 
ernment, succeeding genetations may 
awfully behold their free institutions 
crumble into dust. 

The very moment you incorporate 
a body of men for any purpose, that 


‘moment you find them boldly standing 
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upon their parchment, and exultingly 
boasting their chartered privileges, 
using it as a shield to protect them in 
every act of aggression they may com- 
mit in their corporate capacity, and 
hidding defiance to all legislative inter- 
sition. A case of tins kind within 
my recollection, occurred about two 
sessions ago. I allude to the case of 
the Harrisburg Water Company, after 
attempting to take possession of the 
ground on which the Pennsylvania ca- 
nal was located, it being suggested 
to them that their charter was impro- 
perly obtained, they remonstrated 
against every proceeding against them, 
pleaded a contract with the state, relied 
upon their constitutional privileges, that 
that contract could not be mterfered 
with, even by the legislature, notwath- 
standing the right reserved in the law. 
ff this kind of doing already exists in so 
small a company, what may be expect- 
ed from an association that has no Jimit, 
either in wealth, number, or extent.— 
If sir, “these things be done in the 
screen tree, what will be done im the 
dry.’ 
lor the purpose of shewing that no 
sectarian feeling prevails in this insti- 
tution, it is said that the officers con- 
sist of*different denominations of chris- 
tians. But, sir, we have no assurance 
of the lives of these gentlemen, they 
must leave this world of care, and how 
soon we know not. How easily then, 
this board of officers may be changed ; 
they are to us a mere name, they are 
unknown. ‘The board may be stand- 
ing at the time—but the respectability 
of the institution may be lost in one day 
or one hour, by a change in their ofh- 
vers; disagreements may, as has been 
the case, occur among themselves; re- 
ligious prejudices may rise up, secta- 
rianism must and will creep in, and 
the strongest party no matter of what 
sect, will establish and support a sys- 
tem, in conformity to their own notions 
of religion. They would then, truly, 
be a powerful class, a separate people, 
whose feelings and interests are at va- 
rlance with that of the remaining part 


' 


of the community. It is to be observed, 
that this association is without limit in 
wealth, in population, or in extent of 
territory. ‘Their power and influence 
extends, and is intended by this bill to 
extend, fram Mexico to Maine, and 
from the Pacific tothe Atlantic. Their 
receipts and expenditures during the 
last year, amount to upwards of thirty 
thousand dollars, and it is to be suppo- 
sed will increase with their numbers.* 
It is a principle well established, that 
wealth alone is power, and attaches 
to whatever it belongs a most danger- 
ons influence. ‘The officers of this in- 
stitution are not confined to Pennsy}. 
vania, but every state in ‘the Union is 
represented in this board, having one 
president, twenty-four vice presidents, 
one treasurer, lwo secretaries and thir. 
ty-five managers. In 4827, this insti 
tution had under its control and influ- 
ence 2600 schools, 23,304 teachers, 
174,191 scholars, besides auxiliaries ; 
and it is proposed that .all .bible and 
inissionary societies attach themselves 
to them. What then, let us inquire, 
are we incorporating ?—Thousands 
and tens of thousands of individuals, 
for the purposes we yet have no cer- 
tainty of. ‘hey will-be found to “ grow 
with their growth, and strengthen with 
their strength’’—with a uniform prin- 
ciple; yes, | may say a sectarian prin- 
ciple inculcated into the minds of the 
rising generation, when they may seize 
the reins of government, and re-estab- 
lish it on principles in conformity to 
their own views and notions of what 
should be that form of government. 

It may be deemed uncharitable to 
impute any improper motives to those 





[* From a late official report the expen- 
ditures for the year ending May 1828, were 
upwards of 70,000 dollars, dnd the Insti- 
tution has under its control 5,760 schools 
32,806 teachers, and 259,656 scholars, be- 
ing an increase since their Report of last 
year, of 3,160 schools, 9,502 teachers, and 
85,465 scholars. Such are the gigantic 
strides making by this Society. The So- 
ciety has issued, in all, upwards of 5,200,- 








000 books, exclusive of about 1,000,C90 
eards.—Ed. Ref.) 
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who are active in procuring this mea- 
sure.—But, sir, it is well enough to in- 
form this senate, the audience, and the 
world, of the sentiments expressed and 
published by the promoters. I allude 
to a letter from a clergyman in Conncc- 
ticut to a member of the board, in which 
he says: “‘ In ten years, or certainly in 
twenty, the political power of our coun- 
try would be in the hands of men whose 
characters have been formed under the 
influence of Sabbath schools. Their 
superior intelligence, sobriety and in- 
tegrity, will give them a weight of char- 
acter sufficient to overbalance the num- 
ber of the opposition.’’ Who, then, 
are the opposition here spoken of? I 
know not, unless it be those who are 
not willing to subscribe to their views 
—to adopt whatever creeds or tenets 
they may think proper to propose. I 
pray that my country may be delivered 
from such power. This letter was 
published by the board, attached to 
their report, and circulation given to 
it by them. But, sir, this is not all 
that has been discovered—whether it 
be the intention to form a union of 
church and state, can only be known 
or suspected by circumstances. I take 
this opportunity of noticing a sermon 
delivered by the celebrated Dr. Ely on 
the 4th of July last, in the seventh 
Presbyterian Church. He was pleased 
io say ** That our presidents, secreta- 
ties, representatives, judges, justices, 
and city magistrates are bound to be 
orthodog in their faith.” 

His reverence proceeds further and 
says; “*I propose, fellow citizens, a new 
sort of union, or if you please, a chris- 
tian party in politics.”’ Further, “ all 
who profess to be christians of any de- 
nomination, ought to agree to support 
no man for a candidate for any office, 
who is not professedly friendly to chris- 
tianity, and a believer in divine reve- 
lation. The Presbyterians alone could 
bring half a million of electors into the 
field. If (says he) to the denomina- 
tions above mentioned, we add the 
Episcopal church in our country, the 





. . e = a 
christians, in every candidate for of. 
fice, whoever they will support, could 


govern every public election.” Sent}. 
ments in direct opposition to the sa- 
cred charter of our liberties, whic), 
declares, “that no person who ae- 
knowledges the being of a God, and 
a future state of rewards and punish. 
ments, shall be disqualified to hold any 
office or place of trust or profit,” and 
that ‘our elections shall be free and 
equal.”’ But further does this gentle. 
man say, “I am free to declare, | 
would prefer for my chief magistrate, 
and judge and ruler, a sound Presby- 
terian.”’ 

I leave this part of the subject with- 
out further comment; only observing 
that the gentleman last spoken of, is 
the writer of the report, and in full 
confidence and league with the Sunday 
School Union. If our elections are to 
be trampled upon, if our rights are to 
be invaded, if public opinion is to be 
forestalied by the adoption of these 
principles, from such a union may we 
be delivered. 


[What follows took place in the Senate 
of this state in consequence of a pamphlet 
issued by Ezra Stiles Ely immediately 
after the defeat of the bill for incorpora- 
ting the American Sunday School Union. 
The pamphlet contains the whole of the 
4th of July Sermon by Ezra Stiles Ely, and 
some severe strictures, puns, and philipics 
by the same author, directed against the 
members who opposed the bill for incor- 
porating the Sunday School Union. This 
pamphlet was inscribed “to those members 
of the Senate of Pennsylvania, who, in 
February, 1828, signalized themselves, by 
refusing to grant an act of incorporation 
to the American Sunday School Union,” 
and was sent to, and distributed among 
the members of the Senate, before their 
adjournment. *} 





* Maj. Noah of the New York Enquirer, 
after copying some extracts from “Dr.” 
Ely’s 4th of July sermon, and the reports 
of the American Sunday School Union, 
very justly remarks: 

‘These gentlemen begin to feel thei 
power, or they would not be so bold and 
open in their declarations. In our schools, 
in our hospitals, in our political institu- 








electors of these five classes of true 


tions, in our domestic relations, we shal 
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SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
Friday, February_ 29. 

Mr. Powell presented a document, 
ynscribed to the members of the senate, 
who signalized themselves by refusing 
to grant an act of incorporation to the 
American Sunday School Union, by 
Ezra Stiles Ely, D. D. which was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. Wise said, from the journals as 
read by the clerk, he thought a part of 
the proceedings of yesterday was omit- 
ted: he alluded to the presentation of a 
document, by the gentleman from Phil- 
adelphia, (Mr. Powell,) relative to the 
Sunday School Union; he wished to 
know whether it was entered on the 
journal. 

The Speaker informed the senate, 
that after examining the document he 
was of opinion it was not couched in 
respectful language, and not such a pa- 
per as should be received by the chair, 
or entered on the journals; that he had 
directed it not to be entered. 

Mr. Wise said, he was not disposed 
to question the point of order. With 
deference to the opinion of the chair, 
he conceived that when a paper was 
received by the chair, announced to 
the senate and ordered to be laid on 
the table, it must according to all par- 
liamentary rules be entered on the 
journals, unless the senate specially di- 
rect otherwise. 

He was desirous that it should be 
entered on the journals, and for the 





feel the finger of this inquisitorial power 
unless they are checked in the dangerous 
doctrines broached in the foregoing ex- 
tracts. It is a hard case that the most 
useful institutions are seized upon by per- 
sons who are bent on establishing a para- 
mount clerical influence in this country; 
and great care must be taken or finally 
they will succeed.” ' 

The Presbyterian clergy have shewn 
their approbation of “Dr.” Ely’s 4th of 
July Sermon and his other movements by 
electing him Moderator or President of the 
Presbyterian General Assembly lately held 
in this city, by a large majority. Surely 
as Maj. Noah says, these “‘ gentlemen”’ 
»egin to feel their power or they would 
not he so bold and open-—Ed. Ref. 
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reason that it was not couched in re- 
spectful language, he wished it to re- 
main on the files of the senate, so that 
any person hereafter wishing to see it 
might have access to it—it is a docu- 
ment that may be very interesting at 
some future period. 

We have had laid on our desks a 
production purporting to have been 
written by a celebrated Divine, the 
Reverend Mr. Ely, of Philadelphia, in 
which certain members of the senate 
are most furiously attacked and abused, 
for what? For exercising the liberties 
of conscience, a free and unbiassed 
judgment in voting against a bill, in- 
corporating the Sunday School Union, 
thereby exhibiting another sample of 
this proposed Union. 

It is too well known that this Union 
have their printing establishments al- 
ways ready to strike off any production 
in twenty-four hours from the time it 
came from the pen, and their mode of 
communication is such, that they can 
be distributed over all parts of the 
country with the greatest falicity; such 
no doubt will be the case with this 
pamphict. An intention is manifested 
by this Reverend writer to destroy the 
moral character, as well as the politi- 
cal standing of those who are not wil- 
ling to subscribe to his notions, how- 
ever eccentric or however erroneous. 
If these are his christian principles—it 
these are the principles he wishes to 
publish and diffuse thoughout the coun- 
try—attempting to destroy a fellow be- 
ing, he could only say from such prin- 
ciples may we be delivered. 

He begged leave to bring into the 
view of the Senate, an extract from 
this writer. He says “their petition 
was rejected.”” This he would noi 
say is a perversion of the truth, but a 
gross misrepresentation of the fact— 
their petition was not rejected; severa! 
petitions praying for this act of incor- 
poration, were presented, referred fo 
a committee, considered by that com- 
mittee, a bill agreeably to the wishes 
of the petitioners reported, that bill 
duly considered, its merits discussed, 
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and finally negatived by a very large4 
majority. Ile asks, “is the Sunday 
School Union more dangerous than a 
system of interminable lotteries ?”’ An- 
other attempt to impress on the public 
mind an erroneous opinion, and not 
founded on fact—for it must be known 
to him, and every person who has be- 
stowed their attention to the proceed- 
ings of the legislature, that they have 
refused for years to grant any lottery, 
and in many instances “ rejected”’ the 
petitions. 

He asked the attention of the major- 
ity to the following declaration——His 
reverence asks “ where is our freedom 
if we may not so many of us as are 
agreed in the propriety of the mea- 
sure, support a man of good moral 
character, who is friendly to christi- 
anity, in preference to such profane, 
drunken, scurrilous, and anti-christian 
characters as are sometimes found in 
our halls of legislation.’”,°—These ex- 
pressions are evidently intended as an 
attack on the character of the members 
of this body, whoever it may have plea- 
sed to vote against this favourite Union 
—a slander he never expected to see 
coming from the pen of so divine a 
hand, or uttered by such divine lips, 
when they should be employed in al- 
laying those feelings that often unfor- 
tunately exist in society. 

Mr. W. said, he considered the pa- 
per, judging from its inscription, an at- 
tack on the majority of this body; so 
far as regarded himself, its reasoning 
is a mere play upon words, better fit- 
ted for a stage player, than a reverend 

reacher of the Gospel, and he disre- 
garded the production as much as he 
despised the author. 

On the lith of Febuary, 1828, the 
the final vote was taken in the Senate, 
on the bill to incorporate the Ameri- 
can Sunday School Union, as follows: 

Yeas—-Messrs. Brown, Duncan, Ful- 
lerton, Garber, Hay, Logan, Moore, 
Rowland, Sturgeon, [Speaker, ]|——9. 

Nays—Messrs. Audenried, Burden, 
Hamilton, Hawkins, Herbert, Hunt, 








Kelly, Kerlin, Knight, Leech, Miller, 





Ogle, Powel, Ray, Reiff, Ryon, Schal 
Scott, Seltzer, Sullivan, Wise; _ 
So the bill was lost. 


For the Reformer. 
MODERN MISSIONS. 
[Continued from page 84. } 


That God in the infinitude of his wy). 
dom and goodness has condescende( 
to employ human agency in order to 
accomplish his own most gracious de. 
signs, is a truth full of comfort to the 
sincere Christian, and which he clasps 
to his heart as one of the most preciou: 
truths connected with that system o; 
religion on which his present happiness 
and hopes of the future are all predi- 
cated. 

What reflection can impart to the 
christian’s mind so much comfort, as 
that weak, frail, dependant man mai 
co-operate with the infinite, self-exis 
tent and incomprehensible Jehovah iy 
so great and glorious an undertaking 
as the redemption of the world fron 
sin and death, the translating of men 
from the kingdom of darkness into the 
kingdom of light, and from the power 
of sin and satan, to serve the living and 
true God. Under the influence of this 
reflection his soul swells with gratitude 
to God, and he is constrained to exclaim, 
‘“‘O the depth of the riches, both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God; how 
unsearchable are his judgments, and 
his ways past finding out.”’ 

But while he is enraptured with the 
delightful and soul-cheering reflection, 
it essentially behoves him to bear in 
mind that God has assigned to human 
agency its proper province. Althoug! 
in his wisdom he hath chosen men o! 
like passions with ourselves as the me- 
dium through which to communicate 
his will to man, yet it does not there- 
fore follow that every man is chosen, 
and although God hath chosen to sane 
tion and appoint human means for the 
same end, it does not follow that men 
are at liberty to resort to any or t 
every means. What then is so impor 
tant for human agents to know as the 
proper province of human agency ? li 
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indeed there were no standard for the | 
regulation of human agency, to-which 
we can at all times repair, we (like 
the people in the days of Daniel who 
at the sound of musical instruments 
were compelled to bow down to the 
image which Nebuchadnezzar the king 
had set up) might be compelled to bow 
down to any or to every human scheme 
which a designing priesthood might 
suggest. But glory to God in the bigh- 
est, he has not left us to grovel in the 
dark on any subject essential to our 
happiness here, or our well-being be- 
yond the bounds of time. He has con- 
descended to reveal to man not only 
-his gracious designs towards him, but 
also the means by which those designs 
are to be accomplished. For the want 
of properly discerning these means, 
oh, what incalculable injuries have 
been sustained in the church and in the 
world. Man, weak, short sighted, falli- 
ble man, has carried his sueneingaledl 
so far as even to seat himself in the 
temple of God, saying that he is God, 
and ministers (nominally such) in eve- 
ry age of the church (especially in the 
present) have raised up institutions, 
professedly to aid the cause of Christ, 
which in their very nature are hostile 
to the pure principles of the gospel of 
Christ, and yet they require all over 
hom they have any controul to aid in 
supporting these institutions, and are 
ready to brand as enemies to the gos- 
pel of Christ, all persons who raise an 
argument against them. If we value 
our own best interests, if we esteem 
the religion of Christ, if we love our 
young and tender offspring, and wish 
them to enjoy the blessings of the gos- 
pel when we are numbered with the 
sleeping millions of the dead, oh, let 
ls beware lest in our day and genera- 
tion we forge chains which will bind 
our children in ecclesiastical bondage. 
And what is ecclesiastical tyranny (in 
essence ?) but principles and institu- 
tions placed in the hands of the mints- 
try over which the membership can 
ve no controul, and in which mem- 
hers are only recognized as contribu- |! 
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tors, while the ministry are accounta- 
ble to none for the distribution of funds, 
but have the full power of appropriat- 
ing those funds when, where, and how 
they please. Surely we who have the 
history of the church, and the history 
of man before our eyes need not to be 
told that man is fallible. And, how- 
ever highly we may and ought to es- 
teem some men who are connected 
with these institutions, let us be care- 
ful to distinguish between principles 
and men, and let us remember that 
principles and institutions are to live 
when those men whom we esteem are 
consigned to the dust. 

But how are we to ascertain the 
means which God hath sanctioned and 
appointed in order to accomplish his 
gracious designs ? 

That the Scriptures are a revelation 
of God’s will to man will be admitted; 
and that in the very idea of a will is 
included the means and mode of exe- 
cution, will also be admitted; for if this 
were not the case a will would (in ef- 
fect) be no will, it being the exclusive 
province of the testator to specify 
means for the accomplishment of his 
will. 

What then are the means which God 
hath chosen for the accomplishment of 
his will? In order to answer this im- 
portant question, we have only to refer 
the reader to the first Epistle to the 
Corinthians, Ist chap. 27 verse: “ But 
God hath chosen the foolish things of 
the world, to confound the wise; and 
God hath chosen the weak things of 
the world, to confound the things which 
are mighty; and base things of the 
world, and things which are despised, 
hath God chosen, yea, and things which 
are not, to bring to naught things which 
are.’ Now we have only to ascertain 
what are the foolish, weak, base and 
despised things of this world, in order 
to know the things which God hath 
chosen. And here we would inquire, 
is money, human wisdom, worldly in- 
fluence, temporal security, included 
amongst these things? Oh, no, the 
farthest from it possible. These are 
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the objects after which men aspire with 
untiring diligence and avidity; these are 
the wise, the mighty, the desirable 
things of the world ; in order to pos- 
sess these things men consider no risk 
too great to run, they plough the migh- 
ty deep, they ransack the bowels of 
the earth, they sacrifice ease, home, 
friends, health and even life itself with 
a view to secure these things to them- 
selves and their successors. Seeing 
therefore that money is not the means 
chosen by God in order to accomplish 
his will, we ask who hath chosen mo- 
nied institutions ? It is man. And if 
monied institutions will not accomplish 
the will of God, what will they accom- 
plish ? In answer to this question, we 
would only refer to the proceedings of 
those institutions to be found in their 
own publications, where it will be found 
that in proportion to the means in their 
power they have not failed to accom- 
plish temporal distinction, worldly ap- 
plause, and worldly wealth; and if they 
are not more wealthy or more influen- 
tial in the world it is for want of means} 
not of effort. A Meruoopisr. 


(To be continued.) 





«“PRIESTCRAFT EXPOSED.” 


A work entitled “* Priestcraft exposed, 
and primitwe christianity defended,” has 
lately commenced at Lockport, N. Y. and 
bids fair to be a useful publication in ex- 
posing the craft of priests, and opening 
the eyes of the people to see through the 
plans and schemes now in operation for 
establishing an ecclesiastical hierarchy in 
this country. [tis printed monthly, at one 
dollar a year, payable in advance. The 
following article selected from the first 
number will enable ourreaders to form an 
idea of its merits and tendency. 


[From Priestcraft Exposed.) 

It is with a full belief that practical 
religion and vital piety demand an ex- 
position of the * holv’’ impostures that 
are marching through our country, that 
we commence the publication of 
Priestcrart Exposep.—Not for the 
purpose of injuring the honest feelings 
of the weakest individual in communi- 
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es, 


public and solicit support; but from 

conviction that the time has arrives 
which calls loudly on every christiay_ 
on every friend of this republic, f, 
* take sides’’—to declare to the wor); 
whether he will be governed by ¢), 
amiable doctrines of christianity, 4, 
taught by Jesus Christ and his Apos. 
tles—or by the disgusting dogmas o. 
an avaricious priesthood. 

It is apparent from orthodox prints, 
that an extensive and powerful com). 
nation is already formed in the United 
States, the ultimate object of whic) 
can be no less than to controu!} liberty 
of conscience and freedom of discs. 
sion, and for this service get paid out 
of the national treasury! or in other 
words to establish a ‘ national re) 
gion.” 

Liberty of conscience and freedom 
of discussion, though guaranteed to 
Americans to the fullest extent, may 
yet feel the galling chains of ecclesias- 
tical tyranny. And how can this be 
brought about? Suffer the ** Rev. the 
Clergy”’ to pursue their covert pians 
without opposition for thirty years, and 
in whose hands wiil our liberties then 
be ? Suffer them to amass the immense 
sums they so eagerly covet, $748,523.- 
000.—Suffer them to manufacture and 
let loose upon us 40,000 educated Cal- 
vinistic priests, (their estimate for the 
year 1850) and these supported by the 
generation that are growing up * wii 
their sentiments,’’* and with what ease 
will they put their fingers on the wealt) 
and liberty of this nation! Shall the 


i disinterested labours of those benefac- 


tors of the human family, Jesus Christ 
and his Apostles, be identified with the 
cupidity and avarice of the body 0! 
priests that now hold christendom 1 
bondage ? Rank indeed is that hypo- 
crisy that assumes these holy and re- 
vered names, as a mask under which 
to rob and enslave mankind. Yet these 
are thé boasted guardians of morals 
and christianity! Opposition to the 
everlasting cant of these gentlemen, 's 
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'v. do we offer our humble work to the 


* See Sunday School Addresses. 
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8 of this country are not yet pre- 
nared to support by law an ecclesias- 
vical establishment, and notwithstand- 
ing the anxiety and ‘‘ prayers” of the 
+ peguiarly ordained,”’ this grand desi- 
veratum which has so long danced be- 
‘re their imaginations, was likely to 
nass off like a vision of the night—and 
vence the necessity of a deep, exten- 
ye, and perhaps the. best organized 
alan that ever Was in the world to make 
‘heir ends meet. 

Although premature, yet occasion- 

sly they expose the real object of their 
ioud lamentations over the ** poor and 
nerishing heathen;’’—a specious and 
profitable cry indeed. 
The 4th of July sermon preached in 
Philadelphia, by one of the great cham- 
pions of orthodoxy and priestcraft, the 
Rev. Ezra S. Ely, pastor of the third 
Presbyterian Church, contains a feint 
exhibit of their views, though sufficient- 
y plain not to be misunderstood. 

“IT am free to avow that other things 
being equal, | should prefer for my 
chief magistrate, and judge, and ruler, 
e sound Presbyterian! !’’ This of it- 
self should arouse every friend of tole- 
ration, particularly when we consider 
ihe place in which it was uttered, and 
‘he person who uttered it. But what 
iollows, bas a more threatening aspect. 
* The Presbyterians alone could bring 
half a million of electors into the 
feld!! “ Let us be as conscientious- 
'y religious at the polls, as in the pul- 
pit or house of worship!’ These de- 
-larations carry their own explanations 
with them, and harmonize with an as- 
sertion made by a Dr. Burton in a con- 
‘lave of clergymen at Thetford, Vt. 
some years ago: “ When all our colle- 
ges are under our controul, it will es- 
‘ablish our-sentiments and influence, so 
‘hat we can manage the civil govern- 
hent as we please! !”’ 

ls more proof demanded to establish 
eur position ? Look at what is going 
on even in our own section of the coun- 
ty. See every exertion to raise mo- 
“vy under the mask of some name that 











od with vice and immorality! The|| will disguise the real object,—even 


“for the Lord’s treasury! !”’ These 
plans without exception, are warmly 
advocated from the pulpit and the press 
—when with little trouble, the dollars 
and cents so disinterestedly and pious- 
ly gathered into the “ Lord’s treasu- 
ry’ can be traced to the tables and 
backs of the very beggars, or some of 
their clan, who pay the debt by beg- 
ging again! Is the immense amount 
begged annually, in the name of the 
‘poor perishing heathen’’ given to 


|them ? Nay, it is expended at the rate 


of from 4500, to $3000, per annum, 
on poor, despised, and persecuted mis- 
sionaries !* Are not the “ heathen’’ 
laid under contribution as soon as these 
missionaries get a foot hold among 
them ? Look at the missionary journals 
for the amount plundered from the 
Sandwich Islanders [more especially 
from the Society Islanders}—or a little 
nearer home, from our own Indians. 
Again, can an enlightened commu- 
nity suppose the present orthodox plan 
of making priests is in accordance with 
the doctrines of the New Testament ? 
A large fund is raised for the avowed 
purpose of educating young men to 
promulgate Calvinism and priestcraft, 
under the flimsy garb of educating 
** poor and pious’’ to preach “ the word 
of life!’ Now we question the piety, 
if not the poverty of any young or old 
man who will agree to preach any dog- 
mas for the sake of a theological edu- 
cation, and its attendanta salary! And 
if any plan were to be devised to make 
hypocritez, we should instance this one 
as anexample. Indeed, can it be oth- 
erwise, when money and honour with a 
fair prospect of a competency at least, 





* The Missionaries obtained of the Chiefs 
of the Choctaw Indians, their annuity from 
Government, which is $6,000 a year for 
16 years, and $ 5,000 for one year, in all 
$101,000. Is this converting them to 
christianity ? At the Sandwich Islands the 
inhabitantsare completely under the thumb 
of the missionaries,—$1 fine is imposed for 
violating the Sabbath, by kindling a fire ’ / 





How does this comport with Matthew, x?! 
ly Rom. tiy. 4. 5 
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are held up to the gaze of the multi- 
tude ? After these “ pious youths’’ are 
sufficiently trained, they slip their lead- 
ing strings and ride over the country in 
search of the golden fleece. Can any 
good come of men, who in order to get 
a living, become priests, and to be the 
better prepared for that station first 
become hypocrites ? 

We would not impeach every indi- 
vidual engaged in the “ religious’’ traf- 
fick so common in this day, as custom 
and tradition act powerfully on the 
mind——but we do call loudly on every 
honest man to investigate for himself, 
and ‘come out from among’’ these 
‘merchants of Babylon’’—these osten- 
sible dealers in the souls and conscien- 
ces of men. We make a wide differ- 
ence between the tivo characters who 
officiate as *‘ ministers of the Gospel.” 
The one who ministers from a sense 
of duty and a desire to add to the sum 
of human happiness—“ having food 
and raiment, is therewith content,’’ is 
entitled to the rcneration and respect of 
ali;—but the man who takes up preach- 
ing for a trade—serves a regular ap- 
prenticeship in learning the “ art and 
mystery’’—issues from the manufacto- 
ry in the hypocritical mask of a gospel 
minister, prepared to pocket the * loud- 
est call,’”’ is the man we mean by the 
appellation, priest! Any such may ex- 
pect our undivided attention. While 
the former is humble and embraces in 
the arms of charity the wHoLE human 
family, the latter fulminates anathemas 
against all who presume to think for 
themselves, and is constantly consign- 
ing to perdition far the greater part of 
mankind, because their opinions differ 
from his! The former is truly the ser- 
vant ef the Lord and an ornament to 
obristianity—while the latter is as tru- 
ly the servant of mammoa and a legiti- 
inate offspring of priestcraft ! 

The Christian Religion has been 
made a mask under which the most 
varefuced robberies and cruelties have 
for ages been committed by an organ- 
ized corps—falsely called gospel min- 
isters—-but truly priests! The crimes 


of these men, their murders and per. 
secutions, have all been done ip the 
name of religion, and to support tie 


gospel ! 


In the countries where their works 
are consummated, what do we see by 
an innumerable body of drones, rioting 
on the hard earnings, forcibly takey 
from the honest husbandman ! Thejy 
creeds, their systems. and their cra, 
supported by the bayonets of tyrants: 
And is this primitive christianity? |; 
this the religion introduced by the Ho. 
ly Jesus, who was ushered into the 
world by a heavenly choir singin; 
‘Glory to God in the highest, on eart 
peace and GooD WILL To MEN!” 

Look at Great Britain, the most fi. 
voured country of Europe! Behold 
upwards of $40,000,000, annually 
wrenched from the hard hand of virtu. 
ous industry, to support vice, idleness 
and priestcraft! ‘To support the very 
robbers who rob!! Is this a specimen 
of the Goop WILL To MAN introduced 
by the Gospel ? Do American priests 
disclaim all connexion with the wick- 
edness of the English clergy? Why 
then are they aiming at the same 
“* christian perfection ?”” Why be con: 
nected with the English Bible, Missiona- 
ry,and Jew Converting Societies, these 
mammoth congregations for robbery ' 
Why publish the doings of these rob- 
ber bands, as sustainers of the christian 
religion,when their actions are so dead- 
ly opposed to all religion and justice’ 

Ourfeecble efforts shall be devoted to 
the holy cause of exposing these virtu- 
al deniers of christianity and advanc- 
ing religious inquiry——of promoting 
practical religion and sound morality. 
The limits of our work will not admt 
of an exposure of all the frauds prac- 
tised in the various departments of 
priestcraft; indeed, it would hardly 
serve as an index; yet, we shall hold 
up for public detestation a few of these 
“ pious frauds” as they pass along. 


[From the New York: Telescope. 
ANOTHER FALSEHOOD DETECTED 
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vate number of the * Onondaga Regis- 
ter,’ and is an exposure of one other 
« pious fraud”’ to be added to the long 
catalogue of iniquities already record- 
ed in the * Book of Remembrance.” 
We wonder at the stupidity of the Bi- 
ble Society folks—and marvel that they 
-hould be so strongly inclined to * do 
evil that good may come.’ But let 
them go on—when the people are 
cheated and coaxed and wheedled out 
of all their ** filthy lucre,”’ they will 
perhaps learn their duty. If the bare- 
fyeed wickedness of clerical beggars 
docs not open the eyes of their dupes, 
verily they would not be convinced 
though one should rise from the dead. 


“ Mr. Redfield.—On looking over 
the annual Report of the Onondaga 
County Bible Society, published in your 
last paper, | have discovered a mis- 
statement, which as a citizen of this 
village, I feel bound to correct. 

“ That Report states that there were 
forty-six families in the village of Bald- 
wins-Ville found destitute of the Bi- 
ble. Knowing this to be untrue, I have 
taken a little trouble to ascertain facts 
in relation to this subject, as they ex- 
isted at the time to which that Report 
refers; and the result is, that this vil- 
lage contained, at that time, in all on- 
ly forty-three families, and that out of 
that number, only six were destitute of 
the Bible at the time the Report was 
made,”” 


[From the Maine Baptist Herald. } 
IMAGE OF THE SECOND BEAST. 


He had power to “‘ cause that as many 
4s would not worship the image of the 
Beast, should be killed.—And that none 
might buy or sell, save he that had the 
mark or the name of the Beast.”—ARev. 
xu. 15, 17, 


A civil war with carnal weapons has 
recently commenced in the Middle and 
Southern States in regard to the obser- 
Vance of the first day of the week. 
Opposition lines of Steam Boats and 
Stages have been established by the 
professed followers of Jesus to put 





down the old lines that have been in 


- 





the habit of running each day of the 
week! This arrangement, it is pro- 
phecied, will become general in this 
country.—W hen we see coercive mea- 
sures adopted in support of any reli- 
cion, we are certain that such religion 
is no better than that of the Pope, 
The next step of these disciples of Mo- 
ses will be to enforce the penalty at- 
tached to the command given to the 
Jews to keep holy the seventh day of 
the week. Whoever lives twenty years, 
unless the present pharisaical zeal 
abates, will at least hear of petitions 
to Congress for a law affixing the pen- 
alty of death to what they call a Sab- 
bath breaker. 


[From the N. York Telescope.} 


A Resurrection of the Blue Laws. 

In the good town of Colchester, in 
Conn. two young men, and a young 
woman, were violently taken froin their 
residence in the dead of the night by 
the Sheriff, who came with a gang, 
prepared with irons, to confine them, 
and also a widow, (who left three chil- 
dren in bed;) they were all dragged off 
in the night for the awful crime of go- 
ing home from a funeral on Sunday, 
31 minutes before sunset, by the clock 
ofa Presbyterian, who, instead of read- 
ing his Bible, was on the alert to see 
the moment of starting with some few 
things given by the deceased mother to 
her daughter—being nine miles from 
home, in cold weather, in a storm of 
snow—so one dollar each would pay, 
for to mend Sabbath day, and ease the 
consciences of the Colchesterites, and 
put the money in the treasury, and 
about thirty dollars into their pockets. 

So much for party law religion, un- 
der the idea that rower constitutes 
RIGHT ! A TRAVELLER 


From the Land of Steady Habits. 


The above circumstance occurred a 
few months ago. 


SELLING PEWS. 
Seventy-seven pews in “ Rev. Mr. 
Edwards’ Church,”’ Boston, were lately 





sold at public auction, for 18,984 dol- 


Ps Din’ eet SP as 







































ns 
o 


, AS ib ig = 





~J 


lle * -'PHE REFORMERS. < 











—— 


>. 
ee 





lars. ‘This trading and trafficking in 
pews of houses for religious worship, 
is worse than the buying and selling 
in the temple, which made that house, 
designed for prayer, a den of thieves. 
it is infinitely more oppressive on the 
poor, and is a dishonour to the chris- 
tian name. A writer in a Boston pa- 
per, says: ‘* Are the religious commu- 
nity generally, aware of the fact, that 
while so many churches are erecting 
to spread the word of God in this fa- 
voured city, the pew taxes are so very 
high, that hundreds, widows, for in- 
stance, left with families of small chil- 
dren, are kept at liome because of the 
cost of going.” 
‘From the N. Y. Mercantile 2dvertisei.| 

AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The 12th anniversary of this Institu- 
tion Was celebrated yesterday morning 
m the large room at the City Hotel. 
The entire revenue of the year from 
all sources, amounts to § 75,879 93. 
Of this sum, $44,603 48 have been 
41 payment for books, § 2240 towards 
liquidating the debt for the Society’s 
house, and $17,610 &6 as free dona- 
tions for the general objects of the in- 
stitution. 

The whole number of books printed 
the past year, or now In press, amount 
‘o 118,750. From the first of May, 
1827, to the first of May, 1828, there 
have been issued from the depository 
(34,629 books. The whole number of 
issues since the formation, is 646,275. 
Of the issues of the last year, 127,547 
have been by direct sale, and 7260 as 
vratuitous distribution. 

Resolve of the Maryland Union. 


At a late meeting of the Sunday School 
Union of the State of Maryland [auxiliary 
o the American Sunday School Union] it was 
unanimously resolved, that the said Union 
‘fundertake, in humble reliance upon the 
aid of Almighty*God, in the space of two 
vears, to institute, or cause or procure to 
be instituted in every tewn, village, con- 
gregation, society or section of the State 
of Maryland, where it is practicable, a Sab- 
bath School or Schcols,” Philadelphian. 
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Worthy of Imitation and Encauragemen: 


The working class of Mechanics ip th 
city, have a respectable library, and alec 
print a weekly paper, entitled the « Me. 
chanics’ Free Press,” designed as “ g joy. 
nal of practical and useful knowlede. 
These establishments are both on very = 
dependent principles, a committee of th, 
** Mechanics’ Library Company” bein» 
appointed to conduct the Mechanics’ P,,, 

ress. Much information and useful knoy 
ledge may be diffused by such means 
among an important class of society, ang 
we wish them all possible success in the}: 
laudable undertakings. The Mechanics’ 
Free Press is printed by Garden & Thomp. 
son, No. 6 George st. at $2 a year. 

A new series of Plain Truth has con. 
menced at Rochester, N. Y. It is printed 
by Marshall & Dean for the proprietors, a 
one dollar a year, in advance. An ertre 
has been received, but the first numbe; 
has not come to hand. 








It is known to most of our readers tha 
a serious misunderstanding has for som: 
time existed among the Society of Friends 
Several members ‘belonging to the Gree: 
stréet meeting were lately imprisoned 
the mayor of this city, on the complain 
of Jeremiah Willetts, for making an en- 
trance and fixing a gate to a burying 
ground, held in common by thie five 
Monthly Meetings of Philadelphia. By « 
Habeas Corpus the case has been brough’ 
before Judge King for re-examination an¢ 
revision, who has discharged the member: 
of Green street meeting, and gave then 
liberty to go where they please. ‘The tria! 
excited uncommon interest in this place. 
and a full account of it is shortly to be 
published by M.T.C.Gould, Stenographe: 





Several articles intended for this num 
ber, are necessarily delayed on account 0! 
the debates on the bill for incorporating 
the American Sunday School Union. We 
are the more desirous of having these doc 
ments preserved and more extensivel} 
known, as it may be the last independen' 
stand that will be made by the legislatur 
of this or any other state, against th: 
schemes and designs of an aspiring pries' 
hood, in their endeavours for power ane 
ascendency. 











The Reformer is printed on the first of eac! 
month, at one dollar a year. Letters to be ac 
dressed and payment made, to T. R. GATES, 
Proprietor and principal Editor, No. 290, North 
Third Street, Philadelphia. Numbers can . 
supplied from the co mmencement ofthe wor 





